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Wherefore let him thet thinketh he ftandeth, take 
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*., The IntroduFion: 


Do not know a more ſeaſonable Exhortation then 
this of the Apoſtle ; it is indeed verbum diet in die 
1 .f0, we living in ſach times-wherein men fall nts 
'/ Irretgiouſhe(ls and all manner. of 
Our Saviour ſpeakine of the Signs before his c0- 
ming, foretcHs how the Stars ſhall fall from Hea- 
ver, Math, 24. 29. Some- underſtand by Stars eminent 
Profeſſors, and by Heayen'the Church : If this be truc, 
then that Scri- cure is -this day fulfilled z many Stars are 
already fallen, and" others fall daily; $0; that if: ever a 
word of Exhorration to quicken Profefſurs to. heedfulneſs 
and circum(peRtion be RR ble, now it is z- every _ 
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underſtand 
this Chop token of Gods diſpleaſure 
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fiee ſhould.now lis up his voice like a Trumper, ad oy 
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f dates wppes Frmans ane ſracls 

ets ians eyes-a rae 

otw, and of Ifraels mp f ord way 
ments on them: Gn@ the 0 


aw te ene Fa be In th hu, Judgmen oa 
ne The ital fins 
Tf were, 
"Iſt after evil 
of their luſting after 


wr a oh in wrath, and afeve Plane boot, 

"25, cond flo mentioned was mentioned in 
the ſeventh verſe of z. of 1 pay om ve 
32. 4. 8. They made them a molten Calf, INES 
and Fcrifleed thereumo, ſaying, Tel: by: 
which have brought thee »p ont of the F Ze 
judgment upon them for this fin, was the Sword, 
there fell three thouſand, ver. 28. 

3. The third fin mentioned was fornication, ver. B. a 
venial fin in the account of the profane z and yet this i 
"Was oo in the blood--of three and twenty 


Num, 25, 

4- A fourth in was rewpringof Chr, v5. menti- 
oned Nimm. 21. 6. For this fin rs edt s 
by ſtinging them with fiery 

5, The laſt fin was Cotes 


his confederates, who murmured againſt Moſes : The mur- 
murers were deftroyed of the Deſtroyer ; God ſent an 
Angel, called here wow ge mare yang, 
evil *tis not determined, and he deftroyed them 

you ſee how God peld theſe frnen chad defied wage, 
« - (eomced the Cockavrice hath a ſting of wrach in the 
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For explicationof the words, 
Let bim that thinkg1b) © fondy, 
our Tranſlation is ſometimes 
ſometimes, he ſcemerh : Some there are 
a meer expletive particle, which rather fill 
Vane Cau- £2ce then addeth any thing to the ſenſe 7 Mr. 1/220 
ab.in Ca» þ0n citeth divers places in the Roman Hiſtorians, in 
pirol.pag. this word is ſo uſed z among the reſt there is one 
180, Capitolmw, where ſpeaking of a certain Poem, he 
Epigramma videtwy extare, the Epigram ſeemeth to 
tant; and then preſently ſets down the Epigram 
where to ſeem to be gn eb a relions, 
$a'maſ.in Salmaſius hath gathered divers to i 
Jul.Capi- poſe, both in Hiſtorians and other - Others have 
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colin, pag. obſerved the like manner of ſpeech even out of the Holy 
x06. Scriptures, ſuch as theſe are ; If any man ſeem to be conten= 

tics, 1 Cor. 11. 16. that is, if any man be contentious, 
Hoord, And Heb. 4. 1. Let us fear, left a promiſe being left us of en« 


Fouls mi- tring into bis reſt, any of you ſhould ſeem to come ſhort of it 
ſery and that is, leſt any of you ſhould come ſhore. In like loer, 
eerv.0.4s Mark 10.142. 6 drcivres age ff ihyov, They that ſeem to 
| beat rule over the Cemtiles, as our o)d Tranſlation rendred 
it, is no more bt #i dy xorrers, They that do bear rule over the 
Gentiles : So (ay they here; He thinketh, or be ſeemetb, is 
. a meer expletive particle without any fignification. But 
Soxfiy pro 1 ſuppoſe © foray is thus to be rendred, Qui fbi vidersr, 
exiftimare, he that ſcemerh to himſelf to ſtand, he rhat hath this ow 
videri Þbi jon of himſelf chat he ffanderh, he that pleaſerh hi » ſelf 
4 - Famch With his own'conceit of the firmnechs of his eſtate, he that 
Royvancl. thinketh , 
He flandeth. | 
That is, 1, He that thinketh he is in the faith, 2. That 
Pfr tails nfl Rethrar gracer Larkin 
conſtantie perſevere to rhi im the of . 
© %ere, PG  Phevirs)] Lerhimifec ro himſelf, ler him have a watch. 
'” cat. Schol, ful eye over himſelf, 
"* inloe. Left 
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, Leſt he fall into fan :, So falling is | ſometimes, 
G oder ary en rrp FTE 


FE 3 


Fs 


>> 
W 


EF 
& 


+ 
h 


. 


Some ObjeBions for the cleering this Text anſwered. 
can be certain of their Salvation, for ({ay they) if thoſe 
that ſtand mult fear left they fall, then we canmor be cer- 
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the firſt, 
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will 1 done 

r Tax David reſolved 


Rel... reaſon there is woe tboukd be wachfal in hi 


bY 
Fe 17 Becauſe of that p yand nel he 
bee 9a very mans heart's 


cle where we may be As face anfwereth face, doch 
_ the heart of mananſi the heart of man. "Twas an ar- 
rogant ſpeech of that  F rhank 


a other men are, nor 


an heart p mul y har a onderPublicn, We rem 


and that where 
SET een mere 
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the ſame ; wherefore- we muſt take heed jn reſpeft of gur 
natural, fall: fone ed pl ering 
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or. other take you by the 
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more are 
dew 99 form. fn 00 fre. 9 bel & do not take 
Rea. .; Becauſe there is a ſaare lai& ip. cv thing to 
us; wherefore let un take heed left, we fall, . Alas 
for me (laith S. Bernerd)) I ſee wars q 
providing for me on every fide wea-. Hel 
undique 


es Aly Pt hen en 


| L turn: me}. There is.) 2i0as3 qua mulcent, & qua 
| am afraid tiftens , emnia. time. Bernard, * 
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(ay) 
moleſt and ri\ake riſe ſad. Amtonine dreamed thay there 
were ſnares laid over all the world to entrap him _ 
his dream, bur'there are ſhares really Kid in all 
Ne er la entt Rs 
vid, bave thiy pr «Jas 
do theſe baſts lie, they are the which 


y look hear of, 
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; if he aw a man covrrous bran Sn rem, 

ings wh if he faw a man comrom, he; 
promotionsto him to enfnare him. 

Satan ; if we are coverots, he'hiithvah Hchot's wedge for 

= if we be addifted to he can thew ws all-the 


ory of the world, &c, 
Redf. 8. Becauſe of the malice of Satan : : The Divel 
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The firſt fin that ever IE 7 commited cred 


eye, Gen, 3, 6, or ry de 
on the eyes, fd them; nun 


62.417 


hho: 
FIN I; ol Ta 
| t] H F # 


CHAP. 


[is ant bf 


q* ,o:43u1; 
; we 


% 


"s 
- 


3 TLYSE CN 
it 


= 
OD. o 
p - * 1 Gas k 
= . , Y, 
. B—< - 4 
4 i — 


fouls, 1 
Tf 


. « wy | 
1079 7) 


(25) 
dows moſt fins creep into our 
king in the 
we may not 
keeping the Law 
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Donny ns ok place aac rk glee him in the bat- 
o fled away to the Enc- 
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ſtumble and fall, and never riſc 
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away profeſſion ; it is a ſcandal with a wit» 
it is ſegnd alam goguatam, of, God, of Saints, of the: 
Eng hydro ipnnry rn 
: e their falling away i the great ſtumbling- 
- , that rock of offence at which the world of wicked 

men ſtumble and fall erernally into. deftruRtion + 
make doubt whether that way of profeſſion which. 


is very ground 
th he) of the |[Gemiler, 
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and forwardne{, all your righteouſnels (hall be forgotten, 
as if you had never done any lwly duty or. ſervice at_ all, 
Fzek, 18, 24. for as it is lid of a back(lider returning 
home again, ver.” 22, that all his tranſgreflions which he 
had betore committed (hall not be mentioned ; fo when a 
Profeffor turneth away.from his righteouſneſs, all his for- 
. mer rizhteouſneſs ſhall not-be remembred ; God will look 

on that man as if he had never aged, nor done any 
'. good dutyatall, ny 

+ + 2, If you fall away, all the good you have done (ball 
be an vation vf- your deſirution, of. your  torments 
in Hell ; all thy prayers, all thy , ©c. ſhall. be as 
ſo many piles of wood to encreaſe the-fire of Hell; all the 
Sermons thou haſt heard ſhall heat Hell ſeven times hotter 
for thee then others, thy profcſlion lifeed thee up to Hea» 
ven, ', ſhall then caſt DT pang eh Hell. 1M ; 
me, © ye toxmenting Divels are the keepers © 
Bo or pea afar g pg 
the wor in-his Warran', that 
when as the petty drunkards and other profanc j eclons- 
are to be laſhed but with whips only, :that. you. ſhall. laſh, 
Judas and Demas. with ſcorpions 2. | 
" 2. .1f you fall away, God vagarny ek {5 wo 
in, you. more : It is.no leſs then. treaſon for a SubjeR to 

tance: from his Prince, and become a 
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encratcth from an he: of gold and breaſt 
of iron and clay : when a man keeps 
that he hath, and iren- 


Gilbog, on which 

Saul and were (lain, falls back(liders 3 Te 
mn aims Cilboa, let - no rain nor men teu oti oe ſo 
God ſaith of fuchas fall away from-bim, let not the dew 
of my Word fall upon thy heart any more heaeTans Ln 
ory degra © He char goes from Fe- 
raſalem to Jericho þ feoely Sang lea 
Grace is like the leaves 


ry W 
4 tree, when off from the 'tree, winter 
pars wry 7 liders ave termed in Scri- 
ure like land-Hoods that run: jolendly, andipend 
as quickly, and-ſoun dry up,. 0445, the 
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(49) | 
and root of total and final axoſtacy, and departing from 
God, 2 Theſſ; 2. 10, rovkin when the Apoſtle theweth 
the cauſe of that great apoltacy which was to be in the 
| Church at the diſcovery of Antichriſt, and why Anti» 
| chriſtian lies ſhould more prevail with men then the cruths 
7] of the living God, namely their unbelief, they reccived 
| not the truth in Jove, 


men in times of trial fall off- 
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rejeQion Chriſt ; unbelicf 
he believed: the 
have embraced 
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they heard the Word gladly, made a fair profeſſion for a 
time; but when perſecutions and afflitions aroſe, in time . 
ot, temptation or trial they fell away, becauſe they had 


the Word with faith, Reproaches and nba ay, 
the Name ot Chrilt, are the bluſtering and ſtormy winds 


warding his Servants for the preſent is pug 0. i 

z if therefore you will not reſt in his word, 
you will fall from his ſervice : Unbelief in the heart, like 
the worm in the root. of Fonab's gourd, will make your 
Religion wither in a ſhort time. Fides eft nervous Religio» 
nis, faith is the finew of Religion ; if the finew ſhrink, 
Religion will ſhrink, Sampſor's ſtrength lay in his locks, 
the whole ſtrength of Religion lieth in the lock of faith ; 
if luſt or the world cut off that, you will (as Sampſen_) 
grow as weak in Religion as other men are. 


SECT. IL ' 


2. Take heed of proking Religion for. carnal ends, 
cither to arty. or bs vance * yup ſclves ; ak heed ;- fol- 
lowing Chriſt for loaves crying up Religion as Deme- 
menkes 4 roy eb Diang CE ilece ſhrines; take heed 
of the wicked {uppolition of corrupt men, - that- gain is 
godlineſs, that profeſs godlinels for gain-ſake ; becaule if 
godlinef: brings no gain in according, to ion, ſuch 
a Profeſſor will,gfall from Religion to: follow after gai 
Doubtleſs Judas propoſed pain as the end of his Diſciple. 
ſhip ; ſo when he ſaw-Chriſt would not enrich him, t 
he would betray Chriſt, and the Phariſees ſhould : the 
Scripture noteth this of him, who when he was angry at 
Mary, becauſe of the FRngy which ſhe _- 

, 3 


Chrift, pretending it was better thar ic had been given to 
Ce ed by hw but becauſe he 
had t 4 Interprerere, 

forward man that ſaid to Chrift, Mafter F will folow thee 
whitherſorver th1x goeſt, Math. 8. 19,20. when he bears 
Chrifts anſwer (The Foxes bave holes, and the Birds of the 
air bave tiefts, but the Sor of man bath nut whereon to lay 
bis bred ), that he forſook Chriſt ;, if Chriſt hath no pre- 
ferment for him, then he will have no regard of his fer- 
vice. Such men think not that God is an heart-fearching 
God, who if he feeth carnal end« and worldly Jufts che- 
riſhed in the hearr, and covered over with a r-ligious 
mantle, wil in time uncaſe fuch pats, pluck off 
their mark of godlinefs, -and difcover baſe ends and 
Iofts unto the world to their ſhame : Fooliſh worldlings ! 


ye miftake Chriſt in g. great things to your ſelves 
m him; becauſe he plainly tells you of lofſes, ha- 
ered and ; he ſhewerh you all the con- 
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zempr of the world : it is the Divels way to r ro us 
the glory of the world, He that lies ag | wgnat 
of Religion with love to it, will ftand ro it whatever be- 
come of it, he will leave worldly riches to ceaye to poor 


truth ; as Mſcxlas thar forſook great preferments at Lut- 
poor , where he had nota bed to reſt pon, bur 


was 
to get and family ; he was'a man of a 


ont een ern Bones or: parts and learning : It is 

with the unſound Chriftian, he will keep on 

ſhore, and not launch too far into the deep, but fo 

ſtorm ſhoald ariſc, he might ſoon get to land a- 
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3; Take heed of laying an lt foundation at firſt : 111 
foundations are ruines of bulldings ; ill foundati- 


t ons 


» Hypocr, 


chings Toft « 


| TLLSTH S225 55 LE {153.5 
ed Why 
Hin 
TH 


ff EET 
2F TH Hh 

<= [$2 20s F- ag88 =32g 

FEEL 25 TICTES S322 V3 = I Hh 


Chryſoft. 
Homil. in 
Math. 


(ua) 


ſtate and life, he then falls off So likewiſe there are ma» 
ny ſuch religious Souldiers, who begin to wape a religious 
war, and never firſt conſider that 1 ey muſt conteſt with a 
hating, ſcoffing, contradiQing world of enemies, againſt 
Divels, and Divels incarnate, therefore when God in his 
EI diſpoſals and commands purs them upon ſuch 
ard fervice, they leave the field, and forſake Chit their 
Captain. A man that ſeriouſly thinks betore-hand what 
Religion will c: { him, what oppolitions he mult meer 
withal, will hold out, he will go on undauntedly : 1 know 
(faith he before-hand) I ſhal) be ſccff d ar for Religion, 
EF know | ſhall be hated of all men ; 1 know that it 1 will 
live godly in Chriſt Jeſus I muſt ſuffer perſzcucion ; 1 know 
| muſt bear the Croſs if 1 will be a Chriſtian, and part 

with my life too ; Therefore (hall ſuch a man a« 1 flye ? 
5. Take heed of confuling with fleſh and- blood in. . 


matters of gedlinefs; ack their counſe], and they will ad- 


viſe thee to take heed of niceneſs, of ſtriftneſs, of lingula- 
rity (as they call Religion) leſt you undo your ſelf and 
yours, like Peter's advice to our Saviour, Maſter pity by 
{clf; or it may be give the hke advice z or perhaps give 
thee deſperate advice, ſuch as Fo!'s wife gave him, Curſe 
Religion, and dye; make no more ado. Our Saviour 
would by no means ſuffer the Diſciple when he called him, 
to goto his friends again, Math, $. 22. leſt they by their 
carnal advice might op drawn him away from following 
Chriſt. Carnal advicewas the ruine of Spira. 

6. Take heed of a fruitleſs performance of holy duties, 
of giving way to ſpiritual deadneſs and formalicy in-re- 
ligious ſervices: a barren fig-tree will be cut down, a 
dead tree will be pluckt up by the roots. Chryfoftom ex. 
pou the ſheep=ckins which wolves have on them, to be 

rtleſs, formal-performances : What are the ſheeps- 
clothing, ſaith he, but counterfeit ſhews of Religion, 
counterſeit alms, counterfeit prayer, counterfeit faſting ? 
That man that ſerves God heattlefly, finds no ſweernels in 
his ſervice z where there is no re thing of the pn 

O 
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of Gods ſervice, it's much if ſuch fall-not away. 

7. Take heed of ſtanding at a ſtay inR and of 
non-proficiency in Religion: It is an'Axiom in: Chriſtia» 
nity, That not to go forward, is to go backward : -He that 
hs not with me, is againſt me he that gatbereth not with me, 


ſcattereth, ſaith our Saviour : He that goes not forward in 


Religion, goes backward, faith Leo. The ſtate of a Chri- Leo Mag- 
ſtian, ſaith Chryſoffom, is like a Ship ailing with»the wind ous. 


againſt the ſtream ; now if the wind be ftronger then the 
ſtream, ir is carried againſt the ſtream ; but -if' the wind 
flacken, it ſtands not ſtill, bat backward : Soit is 
with a Profeffor that is gonie thus far, 'and hath ſet-up his 
reſolution to go 'no' farther, he foon-declines and goes 
backwards, 


— 
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Oe 2. Second Uſe ſhall be of Expoſtulation wich 
thoſe that are ready to fall away fram God: 

Our Saviour ſpeaks to you as he gid to his Diſciples, when 
the maltitude forſook him, Will ye alſo go away ? will ye 
£0 away With the Fadaſſer and Demaſſes, why ſhall you 
and I part hands ? why will ye caft me off from being 
your God #7 look Fokuh ends cf 'the” world; and fee 
whether there be any like unto-me ; if chere be, then 
o- and ſerve that God : what will ye put your hand. to 
the plough, and look back 2 if fo, you” judge ſelves 
unworthy the Kingdom of Heaveri; O remember the re- 
lation that we ſtand in to Jeſis' Chriſt ? Is nothe the great 
Shepherd and Biſhop of our ſouls, and ſhall ner the ſheep 
hear the voice of the Shepherd and follow him ? Is not 
Jeſus Chrift the husband” of his Church, and ſhall noe 
the wife dwell with the hasband ? Is noe» Jeſus -Ohbrift the 
hen to g:ther her chicken under her wigs, and thall not 
the chicken come under her: wings, 'and keep there#! yet 
how many are there that rtin'uway from Chriſt, _—_— 
ing 
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ſtanding ſo many bonds to tye tham to bim.! Conkider, 
thar che Angeh in Heaven arc glad wich the converfion. of 
« fnner, and fhall we make fad at our Apoſtacy, if 

could be fad ; and mike the hcarts of Divels glad ? 
O ler it not be faid of you, as Pax! of the Galatbjans, \ 
Te did run well for a time, O what hath bewitched or be- 
' ſorted you that yeare turned afide | Chriſt Gith, Where 
I am ſhall my ſervant be alſo : Are ye willing to be 
with Chriſt hereafter, and will you not follow bim here ? 
do you think to run away from him here, and be with 
him in Heaven # if you leave him, he can ſoon have other 
and better followers, but be ye ſurc ye (ſhall never find 
(ach a Saviour, fuch a Maſter again. Conſider how u1- 
willing God is to part with you, though you have been 
guilty of ſome revoltings ; Hof. 11. 7, 8. ſee how God 
faith in the_Tike caſe, My people are bent tobackſliding 
from me, &c, How ſhall 1 deliver thee up Epbraim ? how 
ſhall T deliver thee, Iſrael ? thou art bent to back(liding, 
CON I ſhould give thee ap, yet I cannot tell how 
ro do it. ; 


et WR m—_ ——_ 


CHAP. XIII, 


Uſe 3. } Et me 'now call upon lapſed and back(lidi 
th, Ein to rake rodce tf their Gl conditi. 
on, and bewail their loſs : Take that counſel given to the 
' Church of Epbeſis, Rev. 2. 4, 5, Remember from whence 
thou art and from whom thou art departed ; thou 
art from God the fountain of life. If a ruſh go 
out of the water, it qui withereth , and if a ſoul de- 
from God, it will ſoon decay : Let all thoſe that are 
_ Cn Inn 
Were 8s trees | | 'of water, 
their fruits were fair and full ; bur now they 
are become as trees in the in a forlorn eftate , 
their ſect Spring is turned inte a fad Autumn, their 
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firſt days were their beſt and their laſt their worſt 
days : Time was, they were full of livelineſs in Gods ſer- 
vice ; but now they. are cald/and dead, their _ 
days are fled away, and the bonds of death have 

hold of them : Ah! ler ſach a one fay;' My heart was once 
the Temple of God, and the Throne of Chriſt, 1 had 
\weer commerce with God, 
his mouth 
rice was, his 


with the rears which I abendantly 
were as P t waters to me; bur now the fountain-is 
ſtopp'd, and theſe fireams' ate- dried up' and gone tm 
heart was wont to melt im duty;' but now my" comfort 
gone, and that heare thar was onee 'an heartof fleſh, is 
now become an heare of ſtone: Oh what is become of the 
chain of graces that were linked” together” within me? 
where are thoſe operations of faith ? where i that lively 
?1where are thofe overflowings of love thar once 1 
had ? "where are thoſe defires, thoſe heavenly rap- 
eures, thoſe enflamed , thoſe heavenly efaculati- 


ons, thoſe fpirirnal —_—_— a blefſed 


me 
* Re repel had in hs prfene? bar now ey God gone 
I had in his ! bur now my gone, 
my glory is departed ! | entreer thee, O backſliding foo}, 
fo remember from whenee thou are fallen, and lament chy 
doleful eftarey, and reckon that in» this condition thou art 
more miſertble then thoſe that never taſted that God is 
racious, becauſe once thou waſt in a condition 
iſerum eft fuiſſe felicem ; it s a-miſerable 
have been happy : The wicked 
ich ag oat ee rinſe wr 
enJo ; this Ts" Cn ery, 
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Vſe 4. | Re me now perſwade back(liders to return to 
God; . reſolye -with the Church, Hoſ. 2. 7. 
I will go and return to my firſt busband x for then it wk bet- 
ter with me: then' now © make haſte.to recover out of this 
fad cſtate, the buſineſs requires ſpeed ; what the Angel 
ſaid to Peter, I fay to you, Ariſe quickly, AQ. 12. 7. while 
you are in this condition you are at a great and conſtant 
; you loſe much pi much inward ſtrength, many 
refreſhings from Gods Spirit, . many love-tokens from 
Chriſt, many taſtes of ſpiritual delights ; therefore make 
haſte and return, do as the Diſciples, when Chriſt called 
them, they leſt all and followed him ; and as David,when 
for a time he had- declined , 1 bought on my ways, and 
mrned my feet t0 thy teſtimonies, Plal. 115,59, 60. 1 made 
haſte, and delayed not to kgep thy commandments : Oh do 
not delay your returning to God! it your hearts _ 
you to delay,  confider that delay is but a modeſt denial ; 
when men have a mind to put away repentance, they pur 
it off: God gs 9s a preſent returning to him, the long» 
er you delay, the deeper you run into Gods debt, and 
run the more under the;-power of fin. 1 will propound a 
motive or twoto moaget nh perſons to return. 

1. Conſider Gods willingneſs to receive ſuch as return 
to him : David's heart longed to go forth to meet his ſon 
D—_— the Father of the Prodigal made hafte to re» 
ceive and welcome his ſtraying ſon, that went from him 
into a far Country, and rejoyced that he that was loſt, 
was found again : God calls upon ſuch to return; Retwrn 
ye backeſliding children :- Oh that every backflider could 
ſay with the Church, Bebold we come unto tbee z for thou 
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of grace open mar many about opinions, that St 
may fit looſe in holy 
6. Take heed of ſelf-confidence : Peter fails in his 
faith, becauſe he was too confident of his love to Chriſt : 
That foul doth moſt renghen his grace, who liveth in an 
boly fear of decaying in grace ; he that hath « jealous 
fear over his own heart, will be moſt watchful over it : 
where there is a fear of decay, there is the greateſt circum- 
ſpeQtion ; God hath the preateſt communion with ſuch, 
who are afraid to depart a ſtep from him, ; 
7 Beware of ſpirieusl niggardlined tn (dyiog our-your 
graces z the more grace lay out, the more increaſe ; 
To bim that hath ſhall be given, and be ſhall bave more abun- 
dance: having there is pur for ufing ; for the unfairhful 
errae had «tale, bu did not ſee; his he talent 
By ESI OERIATEY __ 
ſothful i improving grace, in 
ihe rem nd of its 
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hood, encreafing in wiſdom and ſtature, and in- favour 
with God and man, Lkg 2, 52. ſee that prove bave thie | 
ſame cfhcacy upon your ſouls, which the ſoul hath upon 
the body; Tile the body is in a growing condition,. the 
ſoul enlargeth the body in all the parts and dimenfions of 
it, that the members may not only 61l more cloaths,. but 
take in more nouriſhment, and ſo' be more ſtrengrhiened 
and fitted for ſervice. | 
2. Sec that you grow not only without, but alſofromd 
within; to live under the powerful diſpenſation of the ' 
Word, to converſe with lively and growing Chriſtians, 
men may catch ſomething here and there that may make 
them ſeem to grow, and by obſerving their (kining con« 
' verſations and godly ty Los they may endtaveur to be 
like them; they may be bigger in notions, in- words and 
raſes, in the outward garb and motion; of a Chriſtian, 
ut in the meantime wither and decay within ; ſuch mens 
diſcourſes of God and Religion are but like the pratings of 
Parrots, being taught by others, they ſpeak like men, but 
know not what they ſay : If ye will increaſe inal} the in- 
creaſes of God, as | you have. pur nouriſhment from 
without, ſo your growth muſt be. from” within, if you 
firſt grow within, you will then grow without : ſee that 
ye be firſt engraffed into Chriſt by the Word of God, 
then from Chriſt the heart will draw out fo much nou- 
riſhment, as that Chriſt ſhall b- formed in you, and from 
thence you will grow and become fruitful in your conver 
fations, not only in bringing forth the leaves of profefſi- 
on, but alſo the fruits of obedience to God. A feeming- 
ly growing Chriſtian grows not at all in the innee man, 
but in the outward parts only ; it is only (as one noteth} 
like the growth of the hair and nails, which Natbre pars 
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them that do fill abound in the fruits of righteouſneſs, 
that being purged may bring forth more fruit, Fob, 
15. 2, as trees of the planting, the older you grow, 
ſce that ye be the more fully laden with the fruits of righ- 
teouſnels, being filed with all- the fruits of righteonſnefl 
which are by Feſws Chriſt unto the praiſe and glory of God, 
Phil. r. 11. your outward man decay, fee that 
inward man be renewed day by day : Oh how many 
Profeſſors of Religion are there that grow very faſt at 

firſt, but ſoon wither like the ſeed caſt into the ſton 

, as that did for want of depth of carth, for lac 
* . of root | Fonab's gourd was up in a night, and became'a 
great ſhadow to- him, but there was a worm at the 'roet 
that ſmote the gourd, that it alſo withered $' ſo ſome ſe- 

cret Juſt lying in the- heart, blaſteth a forward ſpring of 


profeſſion in many Chriſtians. 
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See that your growth in be,a-proportionable 

om the formal Chriſtians om is like the growth 
of a child that hath the Rickers, that is big, in the head, 
but thriveth not inany other parts of the body ; ſo many 
ſecming Chriſtians. are big in knowledge, - bur little :in 
conſcience, full of ſeeming zeal,” but-litcle: in judgment 
and difcretionz yea one part-is the occaſion of the decay 
of another , as in the body of man the increaſe and-\wel- 
ling of the ſpleen, cauſeth the body to J-ngviſh ; fo where 
there is only. a ſceming growth in grace, true lave ro-God 
and his-ways utterly decayeth : ſee therefore that, your 
growth be proportjonable in every part ;. there is an cffc- 
Rual working from the Head in the meaſure of every 
part : every Chriſtian is a member and a- part of Chriſt , 
/ and all his members are the fulncſs of Chrift ; and every 
rt muſt aſpire to the nature and figure of the Head in 
is prgaenony that -it may be a model and reſcmblance 
of the whole body, which is the fulneſs of him chat fillerh 
all in all : ſce that every part and piece of cach part grow 
in Chriſt, that when you grow in knowledye, you grow 
in grace alſo, and by growing in grace you will grow more 
in ſpiritual knowledge ; there-is no true growth in the one 
wit the other : be ſtill therefore adding to your faith 
. virtue, to virte knowledge, and to knowledge temperance,and 
to temperance patience, and 10 patiefice godlineſl, and ts god- 
linefi brotberly kindnefl, and 1 brotberly kindn,fl charity , 
ana be ye careful not only that theſe things be in you, but that 
you abrund in them, 2 Pet. 1. 5,6,7,8. It is true, ſome 
Chriſtians have been more eminence then others in ſome 
one particular grace ; Abraham was eminent for his faith, 
Moſes for his meekneſs, Fob for his patience, David for 
his zeal, Jobn for his fervent love to Chriſt :- as it falls out 
in the parts of the body, ſome have a ftronger arm, ſome * 
a better leg, another a taller ſtature, another a more love- 
ly countenance .they may have ſome one or other part 
that may more affe& the ſpeRator,. yet all comely and 
holding a good proportion : ſo it ſhould-be among a 
ians 
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ſtians in the endowments of the ſoul; ſome may excell 
more in one grace then in.another, but if your growth in 
grace be kindly, no one grace will hinder the growch of 
another, or render any unſerviceable or diſproportiona- 
ble to the reſt. There is no body that is altogether rr» 
fe&t, fo that it is wholly free from obſtruftion or diſtem- 
per in ſome parts of it ; neither. is there any ſoul here ſo 
exa&t, but that there may be an obftruftion of ſome gra- 
ces in their growth, fo that ſome graces may not hold 
pace with the reſt : ſome violent ditemper in the body 
- may be an impediment to a childs growth for a while 
fo " regs of ras com) obſtrut _ ſpiri 

W I ed away, a Chriſtian 
more Golekal ns PE fn | - 

5. Sce that your growth in grace be more then a ſeem- 
ing growth, that it be a real growth ſee that ye be not 
like ſtakes or poſts pitch*d in the ground, ſtanding as if 
they grew, but grow not; be not you like thoſe women 
the Apoſtle ſpeaks of, ever learning and never coming to the 
knowledge of the truth, 2 Tim. 3. 7. but as thriving plants 
in Gods Orchard labour to increaſe more and more ; and 
like the Vine that ſhoots our as far as he can, while either 
the wall or the pole will help him along. 
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